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Mr Thurston, Headteacher

Mr Nicholls, Director of Music 
Specialism

Ms Messinger, Deputy Headteacher 

Mr Davies, Assistant Headteacher

Mrs Saunders, Head of Year 7

Ms Green, Deputy Head of English

 

Wednesday 13th September
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+ Kindness

Courage

Hope

Mission: 
Gathered 
together, 
that all may 
thrive



+
GCSE Results ‘23 Total 

Grades 

4+ 83%
5+ 70%

7-9 
Grades

38%

Strong 
progress 



+
A Level Results ‘23

A*-A grades 39 %
A*-B grades 64% 
Oxbridge 10 

Choices 

Sixth Form 
Opportunities
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Mission: 
Gathered 
together, 
that all may 
thrive
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+
Celebrating 
Inputs and 
Outcomes

Student Inputs

1. Engagement
2. Effort
3. Attitudes

Student Outcomes

4. Progress
5. Attainment
6. Character, Service 

and Agency
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Partnership

Student Inputs

1. Engagement
2. Effort
3. Attitudes



+
Harness the 
Power of 
New 
Beginnings   



+ Mr Nicholls
Assistant Headteacher 

Director of Music Specialism

The Power of Music 

“Music is all around us. It is the soundtrack to our lives. Music 
connects us through people and places in our ever-changing 
world. Music can bring communities together; the sheer joy of 

music making can feed the soul of a school community, enriching 
each student while strengthening the shared bonds of support and 

trust which make a great school”
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+ Unique
• Part of Cathedral Schools Trust
• Music Specialist Schools
• Bristol Cathedral Choir School is the first of only two Academy Choir 

Schools
• Expert teaching and shared Trust expertise
• Key Partner School for Bristol Beacon Music Hub
• 3 x 60min lessons per fortnight at Key Stage 3 (Yr 7 – 9)
• Curriculum that reflects latest research and national strategies
• Music Technology embedded across all Key Stages
• Music Mark School
• Strong partnership with Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama
• Close ties with Bristol Cathedral



+ Music Specialism
Inspirational ➧ Inclusive ➧ Impactful

‘Pupils who learn musical instruments outperform 
students who do not learn music in areas of 
intelligence, developmental skills, academic 

performance and social skills.  Furthermore, they 
are able to transfer their music knowledge and 
skills to other areas of academic excellence.’

   British Journal of Music Education (1999), 16:123-138 Cambridge University Press
Copyright © 1999 Cambridge University Press 



+Zoom in…
Y7 & 8 Christmas Songs Project

Wednesday 6 December - Bristol Beacon

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9vZAKS28eII&t=85


+Zoom in…
BX and GX Choirs
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My daughter’s maths 
has improved since 
learning the oboe 
with Trailblazers. 

She’s gone up 4 sets 
to 2nd to top set!

We are so grateful that 
Trailblazers has introduced him 
to an instrument he gets on so 

well with and led to terrific 
public experiences 

He has really enjoyed 
Trailblazers and 

performing regularly has 
given him confidence 
and a sense of pride

They enjoyed 
working with other 

Trailblazers from the 
other schools. 
Playing in the 

concert was their 
first 'public' 

performance

It was a fantastic show 
and the opportunity the 

scheme provides is 
extremely valuable

Mixing with the accomplished musicians from the 
Welsh College of Music was an inspiring 

experience and has helped my child view what 
can be achieved by practicing

The group emphasis of 
Trailblazers has allowed my child 

to feel comfortable to join in

I think her confidence and processing 
skills are better since learning to read 

music and be part of the scheme

Zoom in…
Trailblazers Scheme

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ZRQTs5Q2G9OctXdYENM307Oeb9ziZJqh/preview


+ Curriculum
• We sing!
• Kodaly training
• Musical Concepts open to personalisation
• Keyboards, ukuleles and more
• Music Technology - SoundTrap
• Active Listening



+Zoom in…

Steel Pans!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1aKKJa5bW2FPZdgF1y_5UC05Sf8aLq0zb/preview


+ Co-Curriculum

BX choir
GX choir

BCCS Contemporary Voices
Improvisation Club

The Noise
Sinfonia Strings

Steel Pans
Band Academy
Concert Band
Ukulele Band

DJ Club

Chamber Choir
Lower School Voices

String Orchestra
Symphony Orchestra

String Quartets
Flute Ensembles
Brass Ensemble
Horn Ensemble

Percussion Ensemble
Senior Jazz Collective

BCCS Big Band



+

Challenging pathways
– Concert Visits 
– Masterclasses 
– Joint projects
– Tracking
– Composition projects and specialist 

concerts

Cathedral
– Close working relationship with 

Chapter
– Joint projects 
– Every year 7 invited to attend at least 

one evensong

Music Specialists 
and Choristers



+ The Music Specialism Means…

➧ Inspirational A love of learning
Skills to work with others 
Resilience & engagement 

➧ Inclusive Providing opportunities for all to succeed 
Regardless of background or starting point

➧ Impactful First class and enriching experiences
Everyday excellence

musicadmin@bristolcathedral.co.uk 

mailto:musicadmin@bristolcathedral.co.uk
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● Curriculum content 
● Dates ahead, including reporting
● Learning Support
● How you can help

Esther Messinger
Deputy Headteacher
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In English and 
Religious Studies we 
have already looked at 
Chinese, Balinese and 
Rasta cultures. It is 
very different to Year 6. 
Ricara

My best lesson was 
Science so far. I can’t 
wait to use the bunsen 
burners.              Zahra

I‘ve learnt so much 
already and I like how we 
have to be individual and 
creative. Lesson are 
complex and fun.  Finley

It is very different, we 
have to walk around a lot 
and be responsible.  Finley



+ Curriculum content
Year 7

● Mathematics
● English Literature & Language 

● Sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Physics)
● Humanities (Geography, History and 

Religion, Ethics & Philosophy)
● Modern Foreign Languages (French, 

German)
● Art (Fine Art,Textiles)

● Design Technology 
● Music

● Drama
● Information Technology

● Physical Education 
● Personal Social Health Education 

To find out more about 
the subject content:
Curriculum map
 
https://bccs.bristol.sch.
uk/learning/subjects/

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1aKeCIgs0z1mywaw4ubDjf1AvuuIPJUPcIPfMVjPFxi0/edit#gid=0
https://bccs.bristol.sch.uk/learning/subjects/
https://bccs.bristol.sch.uk/learning/subjects/


+ Assessment and 
Reporting 

Year 7

September
Cognitive Ability Testing 
(CATs), Literacy Testing, 
Progress Tests

October
Meet the tutor
Internal reporting

February
Teacher Report BRAG 
Parent/Carer Evening

June/July
Assessment week
Teacher Report BRAG & 
Comment

Year 8

November
Teacher Report 
BRAG
Parent/Carer Evening 

February
Literacy testing

June/July
Progress Tests
Assessment week
Teacher Report 
BRAG & Comment

Year 9

January 
GCSE Taster week 
Options Evening 
Teacher Report BRAG
Parent/Carer Evening

February
Literacy testing

June/July
Progress Tests
Teacher Report 
BRAG & comment 



+ A Year 7 Report



+ What will we report?

1. Progress
2. Effort
3. Homework
4. Responsibility for 

Learning



+

Responsibility for Learning
Exceeding Expected Below Significantly below

The student’s 
presence in the 
classroom is 
advantageous to the 
learning of others.
S/he always 
demonstrates active 
listening, responds 
exceptionally to RARs 
and uses SIT (Silent 
Improvement Time) 
highly effectively to 
make progress. S/he 
is able to talk about 
personal progress 
confidently.

The student is 
organised and 
punctual. S/he 
engages fully with 
lessons through active 
listening. S/he always 
completes RARs and 
works well during SIT 
(Silent Improvement 
Time) to make 
progress. 

The student has not 
developed the 
appropriate level of 
skill in timekeeping or 
organisation. RARs 
are not consistently 
completed to a good 
standard. SIT is not 
always being used 
effectively. S/he is not 
always fully focussed 
or able to demonstrate 
active listening in 
class.

The student has not 
responded to support 
to  develop skills in 
timekeeping, 
organisation and 
active listening. RARs 
are regularly 
incomplete. The is 
little or no evidence of 
appropriate use of 
SIT. Attitude and 
behaviour in class is 
hindering their own or 
others’ progress.

RaR = Read and 
Respond 



Abbey House
The Hive

Learning Support



SEND Inclusion team 

Mrs Maudsley, 
Senior LSA

Ms Seymour
SENDCo

SEND and You (SAY) 
Coffee morning date to be 
confirmed

Ms Phillips
Communication, 
Speech and 
Language

Ms Stevens
Social, Emotional 
& Mental Health

Ms Bennett-Pullan
SENDCo
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1. Practice the listening ladder at home.
2. Keep in touch using google 

classroom and classcharts
3. Teach them how to fail!
4. Ask what they have learnt.
5. Talk to them about SIT and prepare 

them on Wednesday evening.
6. Encourage them to think of the 

‘bigger picture’.
7. Show them you value attendance and 

punctuality.
8. Promote reading

How might you support
 your child’s learning?

Summarising the 
speaker’s ideas

Asking questions 
that dig deeper

Asking questions 
to clarify 
understanding

Offering nods / 
words of 
encouragement

Giving eye contact 
to the speaker

Being calm and 
still

Giving 100% focus 
to the speaker
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● Homework
● Marking and feedback
● SIT

Mike Davies
Assistant Headteacher



Homework… purpose?
■ To support students’ independence
■ To support with retrieval
■ To give students more time to practice



Homework… how?

■ Set on a google classroom

■ Y7 to receive weekly homeworks in maths, english and 
science up to christmas (transition to senior school)

■ Foundation subjects will set homework as appropriate via 
the google classroom. This will be less regular than 
English, Maths and Science

■ If you want your child to do additional learning at home they 
can join the AIM google classroom.



+



Support

■ Library open every day until 4pm

■ Staffed by subject specialists on the following days

Wk A Wk B

Mon Science

Tues English English

Weds Science

Thurs Maths Maths



Using the google classroom

■ You will receive an email invitation.
■ Once accepted you will receive weekly 

summaries of what homework your child 
has been assigned and whether they have 
missed any deadlines.



Marking and feedback

RAR - Read and respond



+ SIT - Self Improvement Time 
(Y7-8)

In these sessions students will be learning how to 
become better learners. This will include things like:

Working 
independently

Revising 
effectively

Speaking 
well in 
lessons

Working well 
with others

Self 
regulation

Learning 
from your 
mistakes

Knowing yourself 
as a learner

Listening 
well - STAR



+

Hannah Green
Literacy Lead



+
BCCS Library

■ Resident librarian Ms Wales

■ Opens at 8.30am to 4.30 pm Monday to Thursdays 

(8.30 am to 4pm Fridays) 

■ Opens break and lunch time to exchange books

■ Homework club after school

■ Computers available or quiet space

■ Always looking for Student Librarians to support



+

Mrs Saunders
Head of Year 7



+
Pastoral support in Year 7

Mr Fuller - Deputy Head Teacher & Designated        
Safeguarding  Lead

Mrs Saunders - Head of Year 7 and Pastoral Support Leader

Miss Heaton-Jones and McCrossan - Deputy Designated 
Safeguarding Leads

Ms Esther Messinger - Deputy Headteacher Years 7-11



+
Year 7 Tutors

Houses - Abbots, Canons, Bishops, Deans and Priors

Tutor groups 

Tutor Groups are in house year groups. 

There is a weekly tutor timetable and in this time there will be personal, social and health 
education, assemblies, House competitions and more.

The Choristers have an additional tutor who liaises between the Cathedral and school.

Miss Wells
Deans

Miss Hemsi
Abbots

Mr Robotham
Bishops

Miss Spiers
Canons

Ms Senn
Priors



+
Class Charts

● Class Charts provides you with up to date ‘live’ 
student information including behaviour, 
attendance, timetables and rewards. 

● Individual student reports allow you to see daily, 
weekly and termly behaviour information so that 
positives can be recognised and celebrated.

● Notices and key date information will also be 
shared with you via the Class Charts Parent app. 

● Class Charts login details for you and your 
child(ren) have been shared with you via email.



+
Class Charts

BCCS Class Charts Reward Store

● Positive work translates into rewards

● Incentivises and promotes positive 

behaviour

● Self fulfilling for students, they take 

ownership and responsibility for their 

actions

● Recognition and reward for effort and 

engagement.



+
A Working Day
8.35 for 8.40 Registration

      Assembly/Tutor Time
9.10 Lesson 1
10.10 Break
10.30 Lesson 2
11.35 Lesson 3
12.35 Lunch
1.15 Lesson 4
2.20 Lesson 5
3:20     End of the day

3.20     Enrichment, Support
      Homework*



+
    Food provision 

from Abbey 
House Kiosk 
and the 
canteen. 
Students can 
eat packed 
lunch in the 
canteen or 
outside. 

Year 7

   Wednesday Week B students must 
bring own packed lunch or buy lunch 
at break. FSM will be provided lunch 
as usual. 

   Nut Free School


